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l. With reference ic my statement that the Ilich Steel Plunt at.
Mariupol had between 240 to 250 "hot™ or production days, I would likefo
add the following information in supgiort of these figures. Fivst, I have
seen publighed production figures in the Soviet Union which grossly
exaggerated the true mumber of "hot" days. The figures I have given are
for the Mertin furnaces only at the Ilich Plant. I know.that o blast
furnace has a grester mumber of "hot™ days, but I am umable to give any

figures.

2, The figures of 2L0 to 250 for the Ilich Plant were correct as of 1940-41,
I know this because we were constantly using these figures in making out
our profuction vetimates and forecasts. Then, too, it is smportant to
note that we were using oil as the fuel in the Martin furnsces at Tlich
vwhich sccounts for the figures I bave given., Use of oil as fuel caused
phutdowns more often for repairs. We were counsteutly being urged to .
.approximate "stakhsnovite™ production. As & result, workmen became care-
less and often permitted too much oil to flow into the burnirs. This in-
varisbly caused the crown of the furmace to cabch on fire. Im fact, wost
of the trouble with repairs was with the crown rether than the lining,

. the latter giving us nd extrsordinary trouble. I kmow thet gas is wsad as
fuel in the Urals, which would account for & greater muber of "hot™ dnyvs
. than in the Donets plants. o

3. There are experimental Martin furveces with a 15 to 20 ton capacity which
bave a greater number of "hot”™ dmys but it muat be noted thet actusl pro-
duction with such furnsces is low, There is, for example, & 12 ton type
furpace used at the Petrovsky Steel Plant in Duepropetrovsk which does not
need so many "off" days because sctual production and capacity is small,

* thereby reducing wear and tear., These furnaces are hand loaded and the
whole process is unhurried. Small capacity Martin furnsces fiund at rolling
mills may have a greatver number of "hot™ days, such as the Comintern Steel
Rolling Mill or the Liebknecht Mill on the outekirts of Dmepropetrovsk, bub

then they are not engaged in main produc%gﬁ&gisse?ﬁ T & AREA CODES
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